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Literature 
‘Instructional environments should be modified in 

accordance with individual needs and learning styles’

Burke & Burke-Samide, 2004, p. 239




‘Teachers use and manage the materials, resources and 
physical space of their classroom to create a stimulating 

and safe environment for learning’

VIT, 2003, p. 1




‘Learning first takes place through osmosis [...] before 

anything else it is a process of unconscious immersion in 
one’s immediate environment […]though school learning is 
more formal and conscious, the osmotic process still goes 

on’

Reinsmith, 1992, p. 1 


 
 



Amelia Milone, 
New York 

 
‘Realia as applied in the Italian classroom’, 

Modern Language Journal, Volume 22, Issue 5, 
February 1938, pp. 353-358




 
 
 

‘The Italian classroom, therefore, 
should create as much as possible an 
Italian atmosphere, so that at the 

very beginning the pupil will be put in 
direct contact with the content and 

country whose language he is to read 
– and enjoy’�

�
Milone, 1938, p. 355 �






 
What if the classroom 

space could function as a 
second teacher? 

 
Can students learn by ‘absorbing’ the 

space around them?




How does classroom space ‘impact’ on the 
learning experience?


My idea 



My research 
 

The University of Melbourne, Master of Teaching�
 2010-11, Transformation of a classroom space into 

an Italian dedicated space. Stand back, watch, 
analyse… Fascinating outcomes.�

�
‘I feel like the room isn’t just ‘another classroom’ – the room 

has meaning behind it. I feel that I’m better at studying 
Italian here than anywhere.’�

 Year 8 response




 
Affirmation 

of space




spaciousness 


posters

colours


realia/resources 


Research findings 
 

Spatial impact




students in the space 

classroom characteristics 


environmental factors 

social factors 


promotion/support of learning 

 

 
Psychological/cognitive factors


 

ownership/belonging to the space 


purpose/relevance of space 

focus, engagement, motivation 


 





‘I always use the posters on the wall. They are like 
teachers to me, just that they’re stuck up on the 
wall. The posters are really helpful. Because in my 
belief its helpful to learn on your own rather than 
always asking.’



‘I use them because if I ask the teacher it distracts 
others. If I find out myself the learning continues.’



‘It makes my brain more relaxed, therefore allowing 
me to produce better work.’


Year 8 responses 



‘I do often feel more motivated to work in this class.’



‘I kind of took it more seriously than last year because 
this room is only meant to be used for Italian.’



‘I like seeing all of my friends’ work on the walls, it 
makes me feel proud of them.’



‘The classroom space is important to be able to think 
clearly and keep calm.’



‘I do feel as if I belong in this space because it’s a very 
safe place to learn, and absorb information.’


Year 8 responses cont. 



‘I chose to do this subject so I feel like I deserve it.’



‘It feels what an Italian classroom should look like.’



‘I would like to see more student work. It helps give 
you ideas for assignments and work, but also makes you 
feel like you’ve achieved something special.’



‘I always use the posters on the wall before I go to [X] 
for help as it is easier and often quicker, enabling me to 
get back to work, pronto!’



‘It makes other people in the school recognise and 
appreciate languages and Italian more.’


Year 9 responses 



‘Our classroom space is large, well-organised 
and set-up, and also displays a lot of useful 
and helpful information/details to really help 
you with your visual learning needs.’



‘I feel the learning space is a lot brighter and 
more comfortable, and provides a more overall 
enjoyable learning experience.’



‘I have noticed an improvement in my Italian 
studies, as I enjoy it a lot more.’


Year 10 responses 



‘The visual stimuli that are pertinent to our 
studies make the space more enjoyable than being 
in a generic classroom.’



‘The fact that there are posters relevant to only 
this class does give a certain sense of ownership.’



‘Like the study of any language, Italian language 
and culture are quite abstract. The stimuli provide 
a break from this experience, and besides 
organising concepts concisely for me, they make 
the learning more visual.’


VCE responses 



� Your space, your reputation, your culture

� The value of ‘Languages’ and ‘Italian’

� Student identification and ‘connectedness’

� Culture of pride and high expectations 

(graffiti, maintained resources, protected)

� Motivation and empowerment

� Community experience


Identity & culture 



� Profile in the school +positive

� Space is a ‘reward’

� Evolving and ever-changing

� Completely student-centered 

(needs, growth, milestones)

� Celebrates learning/positive


The power of dedicated space 



� Everyone contributes 

� Current content only

� Everyone’s work is displayed

� Spoken Italian is an expectation

� The space belongs to the students


Clear expectations & standards 



How to:


Practical 
advice 



Organisation &  
spatial awareness 

� Teacher position

� Student groupings

� Resources for students (ownership)

� Colour (purposeful)

� Use of wall space, windows, doors




















� Living space (resources, materials)

� Colour use – gender binary, social impact

� Grammar charts

�  ‘Hot spots’

� Yellows, oranges, reds

� Blues, greens

� Back VS front

� Every inch used

�  ‘Decoration’ is peripheral


Decoration VS Function 











� 2 characters: ‘Marco e Maria’

� Each class is different

� Narrative evolves as language 

competency develops

� Motivation to expand grammar


Power of narrative 



Io sono 
Maria.






Jenna Lo Bianco




Email: jlobianco@ecmelb.catholic.edu.au

LinkedIn: ‘Jenna Lo Bianco’


Instagram: the.italian.teacher


Contact me 


