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Good morning everyone, We are absolutely delighted to present to you today. 

I am Francesca Lo Presti, I am Lisa Grech, I am Bianca Turrisi and I am Chloe Briand. 

Today we will look at how we have evolved our practice to accelerate progress in learning Italian at Catholic Regional College North Keilor.

Thank you so much for choosing this session- we are so grateful to have you here with us.
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Lisa and I are the Domain Leaders of Language (Italian) for our College. 

I teach Years 7-9, plus our Accelerated Year 9 classes and our Year 10 elective class.

Lisa teaches from Years 7-9.

Bianca is our Assistant Principal of Teaching and Learning and also currently teaches Year 7 Italian.

Chloe is our MACS Languages Consultant who has been an invaluable support to us.



•Our school context
•Our Italian program - 
Where were we and where are we now?

•TCL and EPI
•Pilot unit in Year 7 Italian
•Example activities

Agenda
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It is so wonderful to see you here today. I can see past colleagues and possibly even some past students in the room!
Today we will explore our school context with you, where our Italian program was and where we are now, TCL or Teachers as Co- Learners and EPI or Extensive Processing Instruction, look at a pilot unit in Year 7 Italian and some example activities. If you have a question as we move through the presentation, please don't hesitate to stop us and ask at any time.



•Co-educational school

•7 to 10 campus with 650 students

•Italian is the only language offered

•Italian is compulsory until the end of Year 9 

(Elective at Year 10)

•Introduced two Year 9 Accelerated Italian classes from 

this year

•2 x 60 minutes sessions per week at Years 7 -9

•3 x 60 minutes sessions per week at Year 10

Our school context
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We want to start by giving you an understanding of our context. 

So, Catholic Regional College (CRC) North Keilor is part of a Federation of Catholic Regional Colleges. We are a 7-10 campus based in Keilor Lodge. Our students then transition to Catholic Regional College Sydenham for their VCE years.

We are co-educational and have 650 students enrolled this year. 

Up until 2021, we offered both Indonesian and Italian. Our students were overwhelmingly choosing to take on Italian and so from 2022, we transitioned to offering the one language.

Italian is compulsory up until the end of Year 9 and becomes an elective at Year 10. 

We currently have one class running at Year 10.
We have also introduced two Accelerated classes at Year 9 this year, which have been a huge success in only a term. We are looking to increase our accelerated Italian offerings into the junior levels.

We run 2 x 60 minute sessions per week with our students in Years 7-9 and 3 x 60 minute sessions per week with our Year 10 students.



Our Italian program -  
Where were we?

• Students would progress across levels, but with 
very little knowledge retention.

• Curriculum was overloaded (presenting too 
much vocab and grammar).

• Lessons were teacher -centered, and students 
were often passive recipients.
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At the beginning of 2025, we came together as a languages team and reflected.

We noticed our students were progressing from year level to year level, but retaining little language. 

Our curriculum was overloaded, as we were trying to give our students as much vocabulary as possible and focusing heavily on explicit grammar teaching. 

In doing so, our lessons would often become teacher centered with students being passive recipients.



Our Italian program -  Where 
are we now?

• Collaborating with MACS consultants to shift our 
pedagogical approach.

• Implementation of EPI (Extensive Processing 
Instruction) and adoption of high impact teaching 
elements of the TCL (Teacher as Co -Learner).

• Visit to Feeder Primary School, Emmaus, to observe 
TCL in practice.
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In 2025, we then decided to make a radical change! 

We reached out to Chloe at MACS and began a collaboration that would see our entire pedagogical practice change. 

We met with Chloe first, then invited her to come out and join us at one of our Domain Meetings. She supported our team to understand how to effectively implement Extensive Processing Instruction (EPI) into practice. Chloe modelled various EPI strategies, activities and games that we could immediately begin with our classes. These were zero prep activities that we were all inspired to transfer into our classrooms from the next day.

Alongside showing us the EPI strategies, she introduced us to her work around Teachers as Co-Learners (TCL). Chloe will delve into this further shortly. 

While the TCL approach does not apply to our context as expert language teachers, we have adopted the high impact teaching strategies of the approach. Chloe encouraged us to visit one of our Feeder Primary Schools, Emmaus, to see how the TCL approach works in practice. We really encourage you all to feel free to connect with Paula at Emmaus. It's a great opportunity to see the full implementation and alignment across the years and curriculum. 



EPI and Teachers as Co - Learners 
Chloe Briand 

• Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools (MACS) 
provides its primary schools 
with a fully built F -6 
Languages program aligned 
with the Victorian Curriculum 
2.0 in Italian. 

• The program is highly 
structured and is delivered 
daily (15 minutes) by the 
mainstream classroom teacher 
who is learning Italian with 
their students. 

• TCL is currently delivered in 
over 50 MACS primary 
schools, as well as in MACS 
schools with trained Italian 
teachers who wish to apply 
EPI to their teaching 
programs.
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EPI and Teachers as Co - Learners 

• The TCL program is explicitly 
underpinned by the EPI 
pedagogical principles. It serves 
as a practical implementation 
of EPI.

• Dr Gianfranco Conti has 
officially endorsed the TCL 
program. 

• TCL is growing in MACS primary 
schools: it has been featured in 
research project from Deakin 
University and Teacher 
Magazine . 

• Secondary schools have 
started exploring how to 
adapt the TCL program in 
order to embed EPI in their 
Year 7 courses. 
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LISA

We have started to now connect with not only Chloe and her colleague Eleanor, but also link in with Loyola College and other secondary catholic schools.

We are looking to start building common resources and a program together. We are keen to see more secondary schools come on board in developing resources that we can all share.

https://redi.deakin.edu.au/project/teachers-as-co-learners-of-languages-recurricularising-language-and-literacy-learning-from-a-multilingual-stance/
https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/teachers-as-co-learners-teaching-languages-in-daily-15-minute-chunks
https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/teachers-as-co-learners-teaching-languages-in-daily-15-minute-chunks


• Our units, our lessons, our resources and our practice 
all transformed.

• Our units are now designed around key, practical 
language that we want our students to actually retain 
and build upon each year.

• Each unit is accompanied by language mats and 
sentence builders.

• Each lesson integrates EPI activities.

How our Italian program 
evolved
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Our units, our lessons, our resources and our practice all transformed.
Our units are now designed around key, practical language that we want our students to actually retain and build upon each year.
Each unit is accompanied by language mats and sentence builders.
Each lesson integrates EPI activities and we will show you some examples of these shortly.



Bringing the Vision for 
Instruction to Life at CRCNK -  

High impact teaching practices
• Clear cues and routines: opening routines, attention signals, closing 

routines.

• Full participation classrooms: choral response, choral reversal, gesture, 

pronouncing with clapping, active tracking, and choral reading.

• Checks for understanding: non-volunteers (safe cold calling), mini 

whiteboards, physical demonstration, response cards, effective questioning, 

quick quizzes, and exit tickets.

• Daily review: in built at the beginning of every lesson, so students are 

always retrieving and reproducing previous language.
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Instructional Approach in Italian (Aligned with Whole-School Practice)

Italian sits within our whole-school and Victoria-wide commitment to the MACS Vision for Instruction. Over the past two years, we have focused on consistently embedding four high-impact practices across all classrooms:

1. Clear Cues and Routines
Consistent opening routines, attention signals, and closing routines to support behaviour, transitions, and engagement.

2. Full Participation Tactics
All students are expected to think and respond—there is no opting out. We explain this to our students so that they understand that everyone is called upon to participate because we want every student to be getting smarter, not just the ones that consistently put up their hand to answer. This is done thoughtfully so each student participates through strategies in Italian such as choral response, choral reversal, gesture, pronouncing with clapping, active tracking, and choral reading.

3. Checks for Understanding
Learning is designed so every student demonstrates understanding through safe cold calling, mini whiteboards, physical demonstration, response cards, effective questioning, quick quizzes, and exit tickets.

4. Daily Review
Every lesson begins with a structured review to strengthen retrieval and consolidate learning. Students are constantly retrieving and reproducing previous language, so it becomes part of their long term memory.



• Year 7 cohort 2025 demonstrated, by the end of Term 
4, greater engagement and a very significant boost in 
language retention.

• Year 8 cohort 2026 is now showing stronger retrieval of 
language covered previously and confidence in using 
language in context.

• All language teaching staff have transformed and got 
on board with the new approach.

Growth -  students and staff
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I'd now love to share the growth that we saw in both our students and our staff. 

STUDENTS
By the end of Term 4 2025, we saw our Year 7 students producing more sophisticated language because the same set of vocabulary was constantly reinforced and built upon. 
As this cohort has moved to Year 8, we have seen strong retention in that they are recalling and able to use and build upon what was taught in Semester 2 of last year.

STAFF

Between us 3 we have a combined nearly 40 years of teaching experience and have shifted our whole way of doing things in the classroom. There are other members of our team who have also been teaching for in excess of 20 years who have all seen the power of this approach and come on board with this. 

We are still learning as this shift in pedagogy is a journey rather than a single destination. It has been and continues to be transformative for our team. 



• Started at Year 7 in Term 3 2025. 
• In 2026, Year 7 -9 units are all under development 

implementing the new approach. 
• We are now focused heavily on incorporating 

interleaving practices in our daily reviews. 
• Federation connection, broader context -  collaboration 

with our high schools in the area

Next steps
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We trialed EPI strategies and TCL components with Year 7 only last year. This year, we have moved to incorporating these strategies across Years 7-9 in all units of work. 

We continue to work closely with Chloe to work on our next aim of better incorporating interleaving practices in each lesson, so that our students are constantly re-visiting, recalling and reproducing language that was previously taught.

We also are working on collaborating with the schools that form part of our CRC federation and any interested secondary school teaching Italian in Melbourne.



Year 7 Term 3 2025: 
 Cosa ti piace mettere? 

 Pilot Unit

• Unit 14A ‘Expressing opinions about clothes’

• Retrieval of the vocabulary of months of the year and 

seasons 

• Teaching how to express what we like to wear, and not, 

according to the seasons
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Our pilot topic last year at Year 7 was "Cosa ti piace mettere?" which was a topic taken from the TCL program and then adapted to be at Year 7 level.

This topic allowed for the retrieval then building upon vocabulary already covered in the year such as months/seasons/colours. 

New learning included how to express likes and dislikes and items of clothing. 



Sentence Builder -  Choral Calling
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Discuss how the grammar rules are embedded here without us needing to explicitly teach them first.

Run the Choral Calling activity with the teachers. 

You can also ask questions on the spot to some teachers - time permitting. 



Vero o Falso? - Mini Whiteboards
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Discuss use of mini whiteboards as checks for understanding and the routine that accompanies it- English and Italian.

LISA
Run the activity



1. Il mio compleanno è il diciannove marzo.

2. È in autunno. 

3. È ventoso e nuvoloso. 

4. Mi piace mettere il maglione giallo e il cappello rosso. 

5. Odio mettere la giacca nera. 

One –  pen -  one -  dice
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This is a very fun activity in which students without realising it, are revising vocabulary, sentence structures and constantly rehearsing key language by copying sentences down. 

Please pair up with another person; using the dice, try and roll a "6". Once the first person does, they begin copying the sentences whilst the other continues to roll a "6". When they do, they steal the pen and begin writing and the other person needs to roll a "6" again to write. Continue until the first person in the pair has written all 5 sentences down. 

-Extra challenge - for students who may need extension, you could pair them up and ask them to translate the sentences in English rather than copy them. 



Take a copy of the activities and feel free to get in contact: 
Chloe Briand:  cbria nd@m a cs.vic.edu.a u

Francesca Lo Presti:  flopresti@crcnk.vic.edu.a u
Lisa Grech:  lgrech@crcnk.vic.edu.a u

Bianca Turrisi:  bturrisi@crcnk.vic.edu.a u

Grazie mille!
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We thank you for joining us today. 

Please take the resources we have provided which include:
- a sentence builder taken from the TCL program
-a language mat created by CRCNK for year 7 students 
- A list of EPI activities from the TCL program by MACS
- Mini-whiteboard instructions in both English and Italian 
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